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INTRODUCTION:
Non-human primates are deemed closest to humans,
but 60% of all primate species worldwide are
threatened with extinction. As seed dispersers,
primates play an outstandingly important role for a
healthy and diverse forest ecosystem, that we all
depend upon. Malaysia is a global biodiversity hotspot;
but we are losing critical primate habitats due to
deforestation and therefore, our local primate
population is fast dwindling.
As the only small apes, gibbons are commonly
assumed to be monkeys, yet take a closer look and
you’ll see that they lack the tails the latter are famous
for. Like larger apes, gibbons share a high 90s
percentage of DNA with us. Wild gibbons live in
monogamous pairs or small nuclear families (parents
and children), high up in the canopies of the forest, are
highly arboreal and almost never come down to the
ground.
They are acrobats, and are well known as the king of
brachiation, moving faster than any other primate in
the world, but their most unique trait is singing.
Gibbons sing to mark their territories and find mates,
singing mostly in the early morning.
Sadly they face many threats. While deforestation
contributes to their declining numbers, the biggest
threat to gibbons is the illegal wildlife pet trade. Entire
gibbon families are killed by traders so that their babies
can be sold as pets. It is estimated that 10-20
individual gibbons are killed in the process of getting an
infant from the jungle into the hands of an owner.
Gibbons and other wildlife are sold openly on social
media, despite it being illegal to do so. Many people,
including well known celebrities, share photos of their
gibbon pets on social media, this sadly encourages
others to buy them as well.

IUCN Status of Gibbons
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The 5 Gibbon Species of Malaysia
Top -Symphalangus syndactylus, top left - Hylobates lar, top right Hylobates abbotti, bottom left - Hylobates funereus
and bottom right -Hylobates agilis.

As concerned young Malaysian scientists and activists,
we want to pro-actively contribute to primate
conservation by pursuing an NGO-run, governmentsupported primate rehabilitation centre in Malaysia for
confiscated primates. This will give the gibbons, and
other primate species, a chance to safely return to the
wild. As well as provide the authorities with the means
to implement wildlife protection laws.
We are focused on gibbons because their title as the
‘forgotten apes’ rings too true. They lack the popularity
and support that species like the Orang utan receive.
Up to today, there is still very little conservation efforts
for gibbons.
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GIBBONS OF MALAYSIA:
Gibbons are totally protected in Malaysia. Below are the
government wildlife organisations for Peninsular and
Borneo and the their laws regarding gibbons.
Wildlife Act 2010 [716]
(Peninsular)
= Totally Protected
RM 200 00
10 years jail

Wildlife Cons. Enactment 1997
(Sabah)
= 1st Schedule (CITES)
RM 50 000 – RM 250 000
5 years jail
Wildlife Protection Ordinance 1998
(Sarawak)
= Totally Protected
RM 25 000
2 years jail

Gibbons are endemic to South East Asia. Above is a gibbon genera distribution chart extracted from IUCN https://
brill.com/view/journals/ab/70/4/article-p427_6.xml
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Though categorised as ‘lesser apes’, gibbons are an intelligent and captivating species. No other primates in the
entire world (except us) sing. Listen to a pair of gibbons at singing at GReP: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ncV-4Vn0ZxQ. Songs can last from 10 - 30 minutes. Both males and females are musically talented and sing to
announce their presence in territories and attract mates. They are the fastest primates in the world, their highly
dynamic technique of locomotion, have made gibbons the fastest primates on earth as they can travel as fast as 50 70 kph. This is why gibbons are known as the King of Brachiation! Of the 20 species spread across South East Asia,
Malaysia is privileged to house 5. Gibbons mate for life. They live in small family groups consisting of a couple and
their juvenile kids. Gibbon babies are cared for by both father and mother and stay with the parents for about 6 - 8
years.

96% DNA
> 90% DNA
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98% DNA
98.8% DNA
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THE PROBLEM:
According to the Malaysian Wildlife Act of 2010, all
gibbon species are classified as ‘Totally Protected
Species’ and so it is highly illegal to be in possession of
one. Convicted individuals face 10 years in prison or a
RM 200 000 fine or both.
Despite such stringent laws, the flourishing of social
media has caused an equally flourishing wildlife trade.
The law does not cover the world of the web and so,
traders conveniently advertise online, on apps like
Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, Carousel and even
have their own specialty websites.
While deforestations and other more common causes
of wildlife decline affect gibbons, the illegal wildlife pet
trade is by far the biggest contributing factor to the
decline in numbers in the wild.
The over sharing culture of social media has given new
life to an old trend: Exotic pets = extravagant life.

For traders to procure one gibbon baby, its entire
family is killed. As gibbons are familial animals, each
and every family member will defend their youngest, to
the death. Worse still, it is estimated that only 1 in 3
infants survive this initial poaching stage. Many of
those that do survive, end up with serious injuries and
severe psychological trauma.
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Just rescued: As an infant, Bella required 5 stitches on her tiny arm,
because of an injury caused during poaching. She also had two large
dents on her head. She is considered one of the ‘lucky’ ones.

The process of taking a baby gibbon from its family
and delivering them into the hands of their human
buyer is one that leaves many casualties. Through
inhumane ‘storage’ and cruel transportation methods,
many fragile infants die. To avoid capture, traders ship
infants via bus cargo in boxes or bags. Due to
deplorable conditions, low temperature and long travel
time, many of the infants die. Imagine how many
families, how many individuals have had to die for one
person to have one gibbon pet. This doesn’t count the
deaths during transport from forest to storage location,
storage conditions, and so on. It is estimated that over
200 gibbons die for one to become a pet.
Through several online campaigns of our own, GCS has
managed to slow down the trade of some of the
biggest wildlife sellers in Malaysia. One campaign
#TumpaskanKejoraAmsyar in 2019 was successful in
shutting down some of the social media accounts of
trader ‘Kejora Pets’ and send them into hiding. This was
done through an adamant social media campaign,
which quickly caught on with netizens. Yet sadly in
2020, Kejora has began to resurface again because the
demand for gibbon pets still exists.
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The sad truth of the matter is that gibbons and other
wildlife do not belong in human hands. They are
complicated creatures and are difficult to care for.
Many are fed an inappropriate diet,
As a result, most are neglected, abused or eventually
die.

Animal lovers mistake feeding wildlife as an act of
kindness, not realising the grave consequences of their
actions. The improper food given to these apes can be
detrimental to their health. They can also contract
human diseases like coronavirus.
With such close contact, any ‘misunderstandings’
between species can cause the gibbons to attack and if
a human is injured, it is the gibbons that suffer the
worse consequences.

To make matters worse, several local celebrities own
gibbons or other wildlife and publicly share photos of
their pets on social media - encouraging all their
followers to do the same.

Human - wildlife conflict also poses a threat to
gibbons., with several ‘tourism’ facilities offering close
encounters with habituated gibbons. These
‘interactions’ leave the gibbons vulnerable to
poachers as they no longer see humans as a threat.
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The last population study on gibbons in Malaysia was
done in the 80s. At that time, more than 40 years ago,
their numbers were already declining, with only 4000
Agile Gibbons in the wild. With the recent boom of
online trade, there is no doubt that these animals are at
serious risk of extinction. Something must be done to
save them.
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OUR STORY:
In early 2013, Mariani Ramli, better known as Bam,
found herself caring for a 5 month old Agile Gibbon
named Ellek. Ellek had just been rescued by the wildlife
department from his ‘owner’ on the east coast of
Malaysia, after being kept as a pet for several months.

Ellek

Bam accompanied her colleague to rescue another
male gibbon, this time a Lar Gibbon from central
Peninsular, with the intention of only advising. But the
moment her eyes met his, her decision was made. She
named him Daru and the rest, as they say, is history…
Falling in love with him instantly, Bam, an employee of
the national wildlife department at the time,
volunteered to care for Ellek. With no prior experience,
training or knowledge, Bam treated him like a human
child, even dressing him in clothes occasionally.
Over time Bam begin to realise that treating him like a
human or a pet wasn’t good for him. He seemed
depressed in her small Kuala Lumpur apartment.
Determined to make him happy, she enrolled herself in
university to study animal biology and read everything
she could about his species. She even travelled around
Asia to several gibbon rehabilitation centres to learn
how to care for him.
Yet despite her best efforts, Ellek would never be
returned to the wild. After only a year with Bam, Ellek
died of a bacterial infection he caught from having
contact with the ground.
Devastated, Bam refused to have anything to do with
gibbons anymore. But a phone call from a colleague in
August 2014 changed that.
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Through her studies, Bam discovered that Ellek’s death
was not an uncommon end for primates who are kept
as pets. Across Malaysia and in many parts of the
world, gibbons and other wildlife were dying in the
hands of humans. Improper care and inappropriate
diets were killing them. They just did not belong in the
urban world with us.
Faced with this knowledge and the haunting memory of
Ellek, Bam knew she could not sit by and let this
happen any longer. She created the Gibbon
Rehabilitation Project (GReP) and the Gibbon
Conservation Society, to protect, conserve and
rehabilitate these animals.
Today, Bam and her team care for 10 White-Handed
Gibbons at a centre in rural Pahang. It is her hope and
ours, that these gibbons (Daru, Daly, Chantiq, Betsy,
Lola, Bella, Ebony, Chinta, Rangga, Elsa, Dexter, Embun,
Coley, Ud, Darling and Mojo) get to return to their true
home - the tropical forest of Malaysia.
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THE SOCIETY:

Gibbon Conservation Society or GCS is a Malaysian
NGO founded on 22nd February 2020. We were
formerly known as the Gibbon Protection Society
Malaysia (GPSM) and have been running since 2016.
Our main purpose is to support the Gibbon
Rehabilitation Project or GReP. Through this project we
rescue and rehabilitate gibbons who were victims of
the illegal pet trade. Rehabilitation is not an easy
process, most gibbons require at least 5-10 years of
rehab, and depending on their age and history, each
gibbon needs to learn and overcome different things, as
many are left traumatised by their experiences as pets.
Through personalised training, we help each individual
move forward, relearn their natural behaviours and
prepare them for life in the wild.
Our goal is to educate the public about the threats that
gibbons face in Malaysia due to human activities, and
the implications of gibbon extinction. Local people
must be given opportunities to learn the importance of
these apes to functioning ecosystems in Malaysia so
that they will acknowledge and cherish the gibbons for
what they are: Malaysia’s unforgettable singing apes
and a crucial member of our ecosystem.
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We support vital conservation research on primates
and their habitats, and promote environmental
education and awareness about the importance of
primates within the Malaysian ecosystem. Most
importantly, we aim to combat the growing illegal
wildlife trade by assisting the local law enforcement
agencies.
We are working to provide support to enforcement
authorities such as local law enforcement, DWNP,
Customs & Immigration Department and TRAFFIC by
reporting, tracking and record keeping of wildlife
offenders and confiscated primates.
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ORGANISATIONAL CHART:
GCS PATRON & BOARD OF ADVISORS

Patron

SEA Program
Director for
Copenhagen Zoo
(SEA)

IUCN Gibbon
Specialist Group
& Director for
HURO Gibbon
project (India)

IUCN Gibbon
Specialist Group
& Academician
(Europe)

Public Interest
Lawyer
(Malaysia)

Senior
Veterinarian for
Gibbons and
Primates (JPRCIndonesia)

Senior
Academician
(USM-Malaysia)

GCS MAIN COMMITTEE
President
Mariani Ramli (Director of GReP)

Committee
Syafiqah Adin (Human Resources)

Vice President
Surena Nuid (Business Woman)

Committee
Adilah Suhailin (Primatology Masters Student)

Secretary
Bryan George (Biomedicine Student)

Committee

Treasurer
Teh Ke Wei (Dentist)
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Mohd Naeem (Freelancer)
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OUR GOALS:

Gibbons belong in the wild

To establish Malaysia’s first official IUCN-compliant
Primate Rehabilitation Centre by expanding the current
Pilot Rehabilitation Project into a full-fledged long-term
activity.
Orphaned captive gibbons and other confiscated
primates from wildlife traffickers and pet owners are
rehabilitated with established protocols and data. The
centre aims to give proper care, nutrition, rehabilitation
and re-wilding training to all the primates, so that once
they fulfil the seven criteria for release, they can return
into the wild and become a functional part of the
natural ecosystem.

Objectives:
1. Assist the government in gibbon conservation by
establishing new efforts or assisting any current
efforts.
2. Assist in any research related to gibbon health and
conservation.
3. Unite individuals and organisations involved in the
field of gibbon conservation.
4. Raise public awareness of human threats and the
importance of primate species to the Malaysian forest
ecosystem.
5. Assist the authorities with the fight against the crime
of protected wildlife trafficking.

Mission:
To conserve and protect Malaysian gibbons and other
primates through rehabilitation and public awareness
together with local capacity building for wildlife nature
conservation.

Clare et.al. (2012) states that many gibbons are kept
illegally as pets, and a large number of these end up in
rehabilitation centres. The release of these ex-captive
gibbons may play a significant role in the conservation
and preservation of many of these threatened species.
Ultimately, the successful completion of our project will
mean we are able to achieve our rehabilitation goals
and provide an assurance for these gibbons, and other
confiscated primates in the future, to return to the wild.
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THE GIBBON REHABILITATION PROJECT, GReP
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THE PROJECT:

WHAT IS
The Gibbon Rehabilitation Project (GReP) is Malaysia’s
first small ape rehabilitation centre, established in
2013, that helps orphaned captive gibbons and other
primates that were confiscated from wildlife traffickers
and civilian pet owners.
This project aims to continuously give proper care,
nutrition, rehabilitation and re-wilding training to as
many primates as we can accommodate, so they can
reclaim their survival skills and be returned back into
the wild to become a functional part of the natural
ecosystem. In order to return to the wild, gibbons must
be both physically and mentally ready, as well as
achieve 7 criteria of release.
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?
Rehabilitation is not an easy process, with most
gibbons requiring 5 to 10 years of rehabilitation.
Depending on each individual gibbons age and history,
they will need to learn to overcome different things, as
many of them are left traumatised by their experiences
as pets. Through personalised training, we help each
individual move forward, relearn their natural
behaviours and prepare them for life in the wild. It is
both physical and psychological treatment, mainly
focusing on psychological treatment. The project is
currently located in Raub, Pahang. The site is a rural
semi-wild forested area adjacent and connected to the
Titiwangsa Mountains, the mountain range that forms
the backbone of Peninsular Malaysia.
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GReP Students

Daru
Male | 9 years old
(currently at NWRC)

Bella
Female | 5 years old
(currently at NWRC)

Daly
Male | 9 years old
(currently at NWRC)

Chantiq
Female | 8 years old
(currently at NWRC)

Betsy
Female | 6 years old
(currently at NWRC)

Lola
Female | 4 years old
(currently at NWRC)

Ebony
Female | 3 years old

Rangga
Male | 2 years old

Chinta
Female | 2 years old

Elsa
Female | 6 years old

Dexter
Male | 6 years old

Embun
Female | 1 years old

Coley
Male | 3 years old

Ud
Female | 10 years old

Darling
Female | 5 years old

Mojo
Male | 5 years old

The breakdown of the sources of the 16 gibbons.
2013 until 2016 – 6 individuals confiscated by PERHILITAN . 2019 – 5 Individuals surrendered. 2020 – 4 Individuals . 2021 - 1 individual.
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There are currently ten confiscated/surrendered gibbons of the Hylobates lar species in GReP’s care.
“Rehabilitation needs to be carried out under scientifically approved guidelines, otherwise the majority of released
animals will perish in the wild, and this will contribute nothing to the overall survival of the species.” Fisher &
Lindenmayer (2000) assessed 87 animal relocations throughout the world and found that 19 were successful, 22 had
failed and 46 had unknown outcomes. This is why we strictly follow the guidelines set out by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature so that the gibbons can have the best chance at a successful and long lasting release into
the wild.
We have also been audited by the European
Alliance of Rescue Centres and Sanctuaries
and after days of detailed review, we were
given accreditation. GReP is the first
rehabilitation centre in Malaysia to receive
such an accreditation.

Objectives of GReP
1) To rescue/accept surrendered gibbons orphaned by the pet trade.
2) To rehabilitate gibbons to ensure highest survival rate in the wild
3) To conduct primate behavioural research
4) To provide capacity building for both local and international people
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Rescue Day (2019): Dexter
was malnourished and
demotivated.

Our main priority is to ensure that GReP can fulfil the daily needs of the gibbons so that they remain healthy and can
go through the rehabilitation process day by day without any constraints. Most of them, like Dexter, were
malnourished and weak when rescued. Through medication, therapeutic food and a proper diet, we aim to help them
regain their health. The following is a description of the diet and daily needs for gibbons under GReP’s care.
It is essential that the gibbons have a varied and
nutritionally suitable diet. This will maintain their health
and expose them to a wide variety of food as they would
find in the wild. Local produce is important because it is
more likely to resemble the natural foods of the gibbons
(Cheyne et. al., 2012).
Wild gibbons consume up to 125 different species of food,
including fruit (ripe and unripe), leaves (young), flowers,
insects, seeds and nuts (Fan, et al,. 2009; Cheyne, 2010:
Kim, et al,. 2010). Their diet varies according to the
season, availability and species consumed can range from
4/month to 50/month depending on the seasons. In the
wild, gibbons consume insects as a source of protein
(Carpenter, 1940; Chivers, 1984b; Leighton, 1987; Cheyne, 2005,
2006, 2008; Cheyne et al., 2005, 2008; Harrison et al., 2005).
INGREDIENT

AMOUNT

Sweet potatoes (boiled)

720g

Boiled rice

84g

Boiled corn

120g

Boiled soya-beans

120g

Oatmeal

48g

Vitamin and mineral powder

4.8g

Boiled eggs

2.8g

Small bananas (provides flavor)

3g

Food stock at GReP that will typically last 2-3 weeks

In the captive environment,
it is not always feasible to
provide enough insects for
all the gibbons. Therefore,
we give them ‘gibbon
balls’ (pers. obs). These are
‘balls’ of 3cm diameter
(table-tennis-ball size),
made of cooked and cooled rice, with bananas, calcium
powder and nuts, to ensure that their diet contains
adequate protein, potassium, sodium and calcium, and fed
daily with the gibbons’ fruit and vegetables (Cheyne et. al.,
2012).

Recipe for ‘gibbon food balls’ to supplement their diet (feeds 6 gibbons) (Morin, 1994)
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Gibbon food balls
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Food Preparations

Mango popsicle enrichment

Cleaning of gibbon enclosures

Morning feeding.

Gibbons that come to GReP are often in horrible mental and physical conditions. Many of them have some form of
stereotypic behaviour as a result of their abuse at human hands. A key part of the rehabilitation process is to mitigate
their trauma and significantly reduce their zoochosis. We work towards ensuring all new arrivals feel safe and
comfortable in their new temporary home. Throughout the years, we gradually introduce them to natural behaviours,
skills and situations that mimic what they would encounter in the wild. We also assess their abilities and behaviours
to determine if they can survive in the wild. We work hard to give them their best chance and while most of the
gibbons at GReP have release potential, statistically, some of them may not be able to return to the wild. For those
individuals, the project will continue to provide a humane, comfortable, and stimulating environment for the rest of
their lives. These gibbons who cannot be released will become “ambassadors” for education on primate conservation
in Peninsular Malaysia and for the conservation of wild gibbons and their habitats.

01 - RESCUE

02 - MEDICAL CHECK

03 - QUARANTINE

06 - MEDICAL CHECK

05 - PAIRING

04 - REHABILITATION

07 - ACCLIMATISATION

08 - RELEASE

09 - FOLLOW UP

Summary of the rehabilitation process, which can take anywhere from 5-15 years.
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Proposed criteria for assessing suitability of gibbons for release:
Criteria

Behaviour of wild gibbons

1. The gibbon should be able to move around the enclosure Gibbons spend 20–75% of travel time brachiating (Fleagle,
well and most of this movement should be by brachiation.
1976; Gittins, 1979; Cheyne, 2010).
2. No more than 5% of time spent on the ground for any
purpose. Gibbons should be at the top of the enclosure for at
least 40% of the time and should never be sleeping on the
ground.

Gibbons spend 50–65% of their time in the upper and
emergent canopy (Gittins, 1983; Cheyne, et al., 2008a; Fan &
Jiang, 2008; Cheyne, 2010; Phoonjampa, et al., 2010) and
have never been seen sleeping on the ground.

3. The pair should be spending at least 7% of total activity
time in positive pair association defined as physical proximity
and/or non-aggressive physical contact. At least 3% of total
activity time should be spent allogrooming.

The cohesion of the pair is important for territorial defence
and successful raising of offspring (Tenaza, 1975;
MacKinnon & MacKinnon, 1977; Gittins, 1979; Fischer &
Geissmann, 1990).

4. The pair should be singing and/or duetting regularly

The duet/song is the main behaviour that gibbons use to
advertise their bond and territory (Raemaekers &
Raemaekers, 1984).

5. They should be copulating successfully and each member Such copulation proves that the gibbons are sexually mature
of the pair should be able to initiate successful copulation and active (Chivers, 1978; Cheyne & Chivers, 2006; Barelli, et
with the other.
al., 2007).
6. Activity budgets should approximate those of wild To allow gibbons to survive once reintroduced their
conspecifics in all major categories i.e. feeding, resting and behaviour must mimic that of wild gibbons (Cheyne & Brulé,
travelling. Changes in these activity budgets pre- and post- 2004; Cheyne, et al., 2007; Cheyne, et al., 2008a).
release are to be expected.
7. No more than 3% of total activity time should be engaged in Stereotypic behaviours are a product of captivity (Berkson,
a severe stereotypic behaviour such as rocking or self-harm.
1967; Berkson, 1968; Mason & Berkson, 1975; Cheyne, 2007).
Seven criteria for assessing the suitability of gibbons for release (taken from 2015 IUCN Best Practice Guidelines for Gibbon Rehabilitation and
Translocation).

In order to ensure the gibbons achieve all required criteria before release, we conduct extensive behavioural data
collection. Below is chart of data collected on each gibbon from 2017 to 2020.
YEAR
DARU
DALY
BETSY
LOLA
CHANTIQ
BELLA
EBONY
ELSA
DEXTER
UD
CHINTA
RANGGA
COLEY
EMBUN
DARLING

2017
AUG

/
/
/
/
/
/

SEPT

/
/
/
/
/
/
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2018
NOV

/
/
/
/
/
/

2019
AUG

OCT

/

2020
NOV

/

JAN

FEB

/

MAR

APR

MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

/
/
/
/

/
/
/
/

/
/

/

/
/

/
/

/

/

/
/
/
/

/
/

/
/

/

/

/

/

/
/

/
/
/

/
/
/
/

/
/

Project Overview: The Gibbon Rehabilitation Project, GReP

Gibbon-to-gibbon bonding is a key part of rehabilitation, allowing individuals to socialise and form bonds in similar
ways that they would in the wild. As such, we encourage surrogacy between gibbons. Below is the behavioural
results of once such pairing.
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Starting from the end of 2019, the GReP team began to introduce juvenile Ebony to sub-adult Bella, in order to create
a pairing similar to that of Betsy and Lola. The pairing process was a success and data collection was done to show
the results. Above are graphs depicting the before and after behavioural data studies on both female gibbons.
The most promising result of the pairing was the hugely significant reduction of abnormal behaviour or stereotypic
behaviour in juvenile Ebony, proving the benefits of social pairing and relationships in advancing the rehabilitation
process of individual gibbons.
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Expected Outcomes and Evaluation of Outcomes of
GReP
i. Release: The key goal of this project is to successfully
rehabilitate and release as many of the captive gibbons
as possible at appropriate release sites according to
their phylogenetic origin. The outcomes to be evaluated
will include the number of gibbons rehabilitated, the
number of gibbons released back into the wild, and the
success of the released gibbons in the wild over the
short-term and the long-term programs.
ii. Well-Being: A behavioural study are conducted before
and after their placement into the new enclosures e.g.
stages of stereotypic and self-harming behaviours
which are typical symptoms of stress in captive
situations and subsequent gradual normalisation
(resulting from the rehabilitation program) in their
mental status showing natural behaviours such as
independent foraging, brachiating and vocalisation or
duet calling responses etc. This study will be using
scientific sampling method i.e., ethogram and focal
animal sampling protocols established for primate
behaviour studies for detailed scrutinising their
improvements in rehab enclosures.

“As a long term colleague of Ms Ramli I know
well her work and her dedication. We at the
IUCN know that her centre is meeting the
requirements for the Gibbons welfare and that
she now has the expertise and the necessary
network to keep the Gibbons in her care. She
has all the international support that such a
project needs.”
- Florian Magne, HURO Programme Director.
Extracted from his ‘Support Letter to GReP’
dated 29/12/2020

iii. Self-Sustainability: Initially, GReP plans to be funded
by CSR, corporate grants, research funding and
volunteer’s and donation. In the long term we hope to
develop an Eco-edu Program.
Juveniles in their rehabilitation enclosure

iv. Education: Quantitative goals will be set for the
production of educational materials, web content,
social media, brochures, posters and other materials to
raise awareness.
v. Research Publications: Pahang and local universities
will become the references on various gibbon research
studies.
vii. Community Involvement: Awareness, education and
job opportunities will be promoted for local community
and school students.

Dexter in 2020, after a year of rehabilitation.
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SAMPLE CASE: DARU

Date: 26. Aug 2014
Rescue day: Male in traumatised condition, constantly
self-hugging and fur plucking.

Date: 15. Oct 2014
Arrival at GReP: Blank eyes staring at the ceiling, not
moving much, frequent stereotypic behaviour.

Date: 25.Oct 2015
Resting in the elevated enclosure. Active but still not
brachiating much. Reduced stereotypic behaviours.

Date: 09 April 2018
Brachiating and foraging for food. Stereotypic behaviors
have ceased. Started producing male loud calls vital for
survival in the wild.

As can be seen in the above set of images, rehabilitation is not a quick process. It takes time and patience but watching them
grow and improve makes it worth it.
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FINANCES:
The Gibbon Protection Society Malaysia relied solely on
public donations since 2016 to run the Gibbon
Rehabilitation Project, GReP. As such the society has
had many financially dire instances. GReP relied on
Mariani’s personal finances from 2013-2015 and then
public donations since 2016.
Upon rebranding to the Gibbon Conservation Society, a
fundraising team was created. Made out of
international and local volunteers, the GCS Fundraising
Team actively sources for funds through many creative
programs and campaigns. It was only in 2020 that full
time volunteers were able to be given an allowance. For
Mariani, that is after 8 years of starting the project.
From August 2019 to September 2020, GReP received
9 new gibbons. More than doubling the number of
gibbons it had from 2013 to 2018. GReP has also
adopted several rescued dogs to guard the centre, the
gibbons and the full time volunteers living at the project
site.
With more animals to care for, there was a need to hire
more staff and increase the number of volunteers.
Volunteers whose food, house and travel we cover.

Total Gibbon Food (kg) in
November 2020

Total kg

240
160
80

2nd Nov

14th Nov

24th Nov

9th Dec

Date of Purchase (Every 2 weeks)

2nd Nov
9th Dec
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14th Nov

Misc
Travel 6%
3%

Rent
3%

Dog Food
4%
Maintenance
6%
Groceries
9%

Staff Allowance
38%

Gibbon Food
28%
Estimated GCS basic monthly
expenditure of RM 17 000.00

The current estimated basic monthly budget is about
RM 17000.00. This covers the essentials like full time
volunteer allowance, gibbon food, full time volunteer
and volunteer groceries, guard dog food and care,
medical, rent, maintenance and travel. This does not
account for asset purchases, emergencies, large scale
maintenances, new enclosures and such. We take great
care to manage our expenses so the money is used
wisely and sustainably.
As the project grows, so does the budget. We have and
are in the process of implementing several self
sustaining sources of income and while those will pan
out in the future, we need grants and sponsorships to
help us kickstart our new journey.

320

0

Medical
3%

24th Nov

Despite all our efforts, maintaining stable funds is still a
very real challenge. Therefore any donations and
sponsorships, no matter how big or small, are most
appreciated.

Society Overview: Gibbon Conservation Society

Below is our income vs expenses for 2020.
WATCH: THE JOURNEY OF 2020, GCS ANNUAL

INCOME
Public Donations
Sponsorships
Intern Program Fee
Transfer from GPSM
Merchandise Sales
TOTAL INCOME

REPORT PRESENTATION.

118754.26
8595.76

h t t p s : // w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=uxaymUCKfLY&t=7s

1995

A summary of our journey in 2020 with Alena

25000.00

Murang, a Malaysian artist, as the citizen

1942
156287.02

representative. It summarises our highs and
lows of 2020, including our financial situation
for the year.

EXPENSE
Volunteer Allowance
Bank Charge

3.50

Volunteer Food

15594.48

Gibbon Food

16155.34

Assets

9415.03

Misc

335.20

Office Supplies

115.90

Postage

59.45

Rent

3350

Repair & Maintenance
Internet (centre)

4662.25

Vet (Dogs)
2%

2443.00

Travel Expenses

7570.08

Utilities

1735.72

Vet (Dogs)

2223.53

Intern Deposit Returned

2050.00

Utilities
2%

Transport
2%
Internet
1%

Travel Expenses
7%

Repair & Maintenance
4%
Rent
3%

Volunteer Allowance
42%

Assets
8%

Gibbon Food
14%
Volunteer Food
14%

2020 Expenditure

801.50

Transport

TOTAL EXPENSE

Intern Deposit Return
2%

48219.2

Merchandise Sales
1%
Transfer from GPSM
16%
Intern Program Fee
1%
Sponsorships
5%

114734.18
Public Donations
76%

2020 Income
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AWARENESS & OUTREACH:
Rehabilitation alone is not enough to make a real
difference for our wildlife. At GCS, we believe that
educating the public is just as important as
rehabilitating gibbons. Through awareness comes
understanding and respect for the species and the
desire to take action to protect them.

We maintain a policy of transparency with the public,
not only because our funding comes from the
donations of kind people but also because the gibbons
we care for belong to Malaysians and to the world. We
have taken on the huge responsibility of caring for
them, therefore the public deserves to know what that
entails.

Therefore, we actively engage in awareness campaigns
and events. We are active on Facebook and Instagram
and also occasionally use Twitter and Youtube.

Gibbon Fun Facts Special for Valentine’s Day

Anti-pet trade campaign in 2021

We have been taking part in events since 2016, giving
talks or running awareness booths. In 2019, we
organised a 3 day, 2 night camp for kids in conjunction
with International Gibbon Day, which falls every year on
the 24 of October. As of 2020, we have started to
organise regular online events, for both children and
adults.

Donation post at the beginning of Covid

International Gibbon Day Celebration Camp in Kota Belud, Sabah,
2019.
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QUALIFICATIONS & RECOGNITIONS:
Mariani Ramli is the first and only Malaysian who
has received accreditation from the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) for
captive care of gibbons. She has a degree in
animal biology, was a wildlife ranger with the
Malaysian Wildlife Department for more than 10
years, has worked as a project coordinator and
researcher for the Copenhagen Zoo, studying flat
headed cats, and she has studied gibbon rehab
from international organisations such as Phnam
Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre, Cambodia and
Gibbon Rehabilitation Project, Thailand. She is a
member of IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group
Section on Small Apes, a rare and distinct
international honour.

The Gibbon Rehabilitation Project has also
received accreditation from the European Alliance
for Rescue Centres and Sanctuaries and Wildlife
Impact (Species Survival Network) in 2018.

MEDIA COVERAGE:
The project and Bam have received a great
amount of media coverage, both locally and
internationally, including a feature in BBC’s
acclaimed series: Primates.

She has received many awards including the 2018
American Society of Primatologists
Conservationist and 2019 Inspiring Young Leaders
Award – Malaysia’. She has also been recognised
as Malaysia’s Eco Champion by Jane Goodall’s
organisation Roots and Shoots.

A full list of media coverage can be found in the Appendix.
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Get Involved!

GET INVOLVED! - HOW YOU CAN HELP GIBBONS
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Get Involved!

THE GReP INTERNSHIP PROGRAM:
We believe in giving back to the community and
educating our youth. Through the GReP Internship
Program, our volunteer program with added benefits,
people of any age, nationality and professional
backgrounds are given in depth and hands-on learning
experience about conserving our wildlife.

Interns learning how to move and transport gibbons and gibbon
behaviour to ensure minimal stress impact on the animals.

When Covid - 19 struct and the borders closed, our
international volunteer program closed with it. A
program that saw people from all over the world,
including places like Australia, India, Uk, Germany and
more, fly across the globe to help our gibbons. While it
was a successful program, we felt that something was
missing. We wanted to make the experience more
wholesome and train future conservationists. So we
created the GReP Internship Program.

animal tracking, jungle trekking, camera trapping, night
safari, life skills, leadership skills, teamwork,
sustainable living, building skills and even cooking local
cuisine.
Since its start in May 2020, we have already provided
once-in-a-lifetime experiences for almost 30 young
Malaysians. Most of whom are fresh grads or students.

Orientation. Senior interns teaching a new intern about gibbons and
why they need to be protected. This encourages leadership and
communication skills in the interns.

We hope to open this program to an international
audience soon, once the Covid crisis is subdue and
volunteerism can resume. We aim to deliver an
experience far beyond the common volunteerism
adventure.

To apply, all someone needs is a passion for wildlife
and the willingness to learn, grow and work in a team.
We do not select based on educational background, as
we believe that everyone should be given a chance to
learn about wildlife management and conservation so
that they can have a sense of belonging and feel the
need to protect them.
Interns get to explore topics like primate husbandry,
wildlife management, enrichments for captive wildlife,
behavioural data collection, forest wildlife inventory,
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An intern records data on a gibbon’s behaviour. Each intern is
required to conduct one hour data collection sessions for 7 days.
The data collected is used to assess the rehabilitation progress of
the gibbons.

Get Involved!

“The program has allowed a working professional such as myself the opportunity to not only live my dream of
becoming Jane Goodall when I grow up, but help heal our endangered Malaysian gibbons - especially during
such a challenging time in the world. The virtues of selflessness and patience are constantly being challenged,
but you quickly learn what you are truly made of. So for that, I thank you Daly, Chinta, Rangga, Bella, Ebony,
Dexter, Lola, Betsy, Chantiq, Elsa, Daru, Embun, and Coley for giving me so much more than I could ever give
back.”
- Audra Kesumawati, intern from June 8 to July 5 2020 -

“When applying, I was under the impression that I was going to experience something wonderful and exciting.
Now, after 1 month at the program, not only were my expectations met, they were also exceeded far beyond
anything I could have imagined! Literally, no 2 days were the same and not once during my 28 days did I
experience a dull day. We were all treated as family and given the utmost care, which made my experience here
even more unforgettable. I believe the impact that the program has had on my life will carry on for years to
come.”
- Bryan George, intern from July 27 to August 23 2020 -

“During my time here, I have learnt a lot about the gibbons, their struggles, habits, eating preferences, while also
forming some sort of mutual understanding with them. I also got to sharpen my cooking, leadership, building,
time management and communication skills, etc. The people I met here are amazing, inspiring and cool to hang
out with and the bond we made here I will forever cherish. I believe that the program has changed me a lot in a
good direction as a person and I strongly believe that everyone needs to try their hands at the GReP Internship
Program at least once in their life so they can change their life too.”
- Muhammad Shairazi, intern from June 1 to 28 2020 -

More information & application form here: http://bit.ly/GCS_GRePInternKit
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DONATE :
GCS runs completely on public funding and the majority of the funds that we are able to collect go into
sustaining our main project - The Gibbon Rehabilitation Project. In order to sustain the project, we require
financial assistance.
Bank Transfer
(preferred method)
Maybank (Petaling Jaya Section 14)
Gibbon Conservation Society
Account Number: 562339408187
Swift Code: MBBEMYKL
(For international use Transfer Wise)
Paypal
paypal.me/GCSGibbon
Crowdfunding Platform
https://www.simplygiving.com/nonprofit/gibbonconservationsociety

Every little bit you can spare, will make a difference to the gibbons. You can also start a fundraiser for us.

CSR PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM:

Join our Corporate Social Responsibility Program: http://bit.ly/GCS_CSRPartnership
Sponsor us financially or sponsor one of wishlist items.
Please email us at @contactus@gibbonconservationsociety.org for the latest wishlist.
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Get Involved!

VOLUNTEER:

Volunteering is one of the best and most fulfilling ways you can get involved in GCS. Join one of the above teams.
Express your interest via social media or email us at volunteer@gibbonconservationsociety.org

MERCHANDISE:

Support us by buying our merchandise at http://bit.ly/GCS_Shop
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APPENDIX:
ACCREDITION
Audit Report by IUCN
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Project Director Appointment into IUCN Section on Small Apes

IUCN SSC PRIMATE SPECIALIST GROUP SECTION ON SMALL APES
10th May 2017
To whom it may concern,
The IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group Section on Small Apes was established in 2011. The
SSA is a group of gibbon experts from around the world that individually and collectively work
to conserve gibbons. The SSA was set because of the serious threat of extinction that gibbons
face globally. Of 20 recognized species of gibbon, all are threatened with extinction on the IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species, with four listed as Critically Endangered, fourteen as
Endangered and one as Vulnerable. The major threats to gibbons include loss of habitat and
hunting pressure, often for the wildlife trade.
The SSA membership consists of 87 experts from 13 countries. Members are invited by the vice
chair of the SSA to join for a period of 4 years (renewable) and are invited based on their
expertise, knowledge and commitment to gibbon conservation.
Within the SSA there are several working groups where experts volunteer to contribute their time
and expertise in specific areas.
I am writing to confirm that Mariani Ramli is a member of the SSA since 2017 and is also a
member of the Captive Working Party.
Should you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact me.
With best wishes,

Dr Susan M Cheyne
Vice-Chair Section on Small Apes (SSA)
Contact: Dr Susan Cheyne 4B Marston Street, Oxford, UK, OX4 1JU
Email: section.small.apes@gmail.com
Website: www.gibbons.asia
Twitter: @IUCN_Gibbon
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SSAGibbons/
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GCS Wishlist

NISSAN PANEL VAN 1.6L - 1 unit
Portable Metal enclosures – 4 sets
CCTV 12 units
4WD vechicles - 2 units
SUV - 1 unit
Guard Dogs Monthly Sponsor
Zoom Platform Subscription
Merchandise Production Sponsor
Printer
Ipad/Tablet 2 unit
Portable sound system
Laptop 2 unit
Safety gloves (for animal handling) - 5 pairs
Nexgard for dogs - 10 tablets per month
Multivitamin for primates - Champs multivitamin with Lysine 2 bottles per year
Folding table for animal treatment
64 pcs Rechargeable batteries and 2 chargers
Thick green canvas 6' x 6' - 15 pieces
WORX WX550 20V 1X2.0AH MULTI PURPOSE SAW
WORX 20V WU179 Cordless 10mm Impact Hammer Drill
WORX 20V 4IN / 100MM CORDLESS ANGLE GRINDER WX802/WX 802 F.O.C 15x DIFFERENT TYPE DISC

YOUR LOGO
HERE!
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MEDIA COVERAGE
h t t p s : // w w w. t h e s t a r. c o m . m y / m e t r o / c o m m u n i t y /
2016/08/02/unsung-hero-givesgibbons-new-life-womangoes-out-of-the-way-to-rehabilitate-the-rescuedendangered/
https://www.thedodo.com/in-the-wild/woman-rescuesgibbons-pet-trade-malaysia
http://mb.ntd.tv/inspiring/pets/gibbon-turns-violent-afterabused-in-illegal-pet-tradebut-this-woman-is-determined-towin-him-back.html

https://canlawreport.com/local-celebrity-is-lending-her-voiceto-the-gibbons-ofmalaysia/
https://www.thestartv.com/v/let-the-forest-sing-again
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2018/12/13/
dedicated-to-protectingendangered-gibbons/
h t t p s : // w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / r e s u l t s ?
search_query=si+yatim+raja+bergayut

https://changingtimes.media/2017/10/24/internationalgibbon-day-smaller-apes-areendangered-yet-overlooked/
amp/

https://www.ourbetterworld.org/story/keeping-gibbons-petsnot-something-ape

https://www.star2.com/living/2017/11/21/gibbons-right-tolive-in-the-wild/

h t t p s : // w w w. t h e s t a r. c o m . m y / m e t r o / c o m m u n i t y /
2016/08/02/unsung-hero-gives-gibbons-new-life-womangoes-out-of-the-way-to-rehabilitate-the-rescued-endangered/

https://www.thedodo.com/in-the-wild/gibbon-daru-rescuedexotic-pet

https://www.astroawani.com/video-malaysia/future-femalegibbons-singing-swinging-apes-1811429

https://www.nst.com.my/actionline/2018/03/348283/
uproar-over-exotic-pets

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2019/11/541587/
rehab-centre-endangered-gibbons-be-built-kota-belud

https://www.worldofbuzz.com/sickening-post-showsmalaysians-buying-selling-wildbaby-monkeys-trend/

https://www.todayonline.com/world/keeping-gibbons-petsnot-something-ape

http://malaysiandigest.com/features/726500-while-you-releaping-in-joy-you-mayhave-unknowingly-tortured-theseinnocent-animals.html

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/529224

https://www.thedodo.com/in-the-wild/baby-gibbon-trappedin-fruit-basket-malaysia
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/cnainsider/
gibbons-sanctuary-malaysiamariani-bam-pettrade-10199474
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2018/07/05/
plug-loopholes-in-wildlifeconservation-act/
https://blogs.dw.com/womentalkonline/2018/07/16/lateston-the-page-21/
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h t t p s : // w w w. n s t . c o m . m y / l i fe s t y l e / s u n d a y - v i b e s /
2020/08/618633/unlikely-love-turns-sabahan-conservationchampion-gibbons
https://www.bfm.my/podcast/the-bigger-picture/earthmatters/guardians-of-the-gibbons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m000hrg0/primates
https://www.thenationalnews.com/lifestyle/travel/song-ofthe-primates-one-woman-s-mission-to-save-malaysia-sgibbons-1.1240808
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SCREENSHOTS OF MEDIA COVERAGE
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